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Housing Affordability by Year (weighted owner/renter)
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on this indicator from the previous year.  This is also the case for the Northeast region, as well as the 
nation. This measure is not moving toward the benchmark.

rental households. 

must pay more for their homes or apartments. It also impacts the community and the environment. In 
most of Maine’s employment centers, high housing costs are forcing people to commute long distances 

fuels.

(continued on next page)

a 30-year mortgage with a 5% down payment (including taxes, homeowners insurance, and private mortgage insurance).

monthly income is needed to cover the rent. In this index, median rental household income is used rather than median household income 
generally, because typically the median income of renter households is 25 to 35% less than households overall.
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Weighted Average Affordability by County (2000 vs. 2006)
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Somerset.

$120,000.  This may be due, in part, to an increased desirability of Downeast coastal property. Median 

housing tended to be coastal and southern counties.  This indicator may change somewhat in the next 
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